
 

Nature, But Make It Doable 

Beginner Fishing Checklist 

Wet a Line — Sitting Outside With Snacks and a Goal 

From Rookie Outdoor Woman — where beginners belong and confidence is earned one small win at a time. 

 

Fishing is just sitting outside with snacks and a goal. That's it, that's the sport. Grab a rod, start at a stocked 
pond or lake, bring a friend who either knows what they're doing or is equally clueless, and find out if you 
like it before you own a single lure. 

Print this. Save it to your phone. This is everything you need for your first cast — nothing you don't. 

❶ Pick Your Water (10 minutes) 

☐  Stocked pond or lake confirmed — easiest fish-to-effort ratio for a first try 

☐  Access to water confirmed (no boat needed for day one) 

☐  Checked whether a fishing license is required, and bought one if so 

☐  Brought a friend — someone who's fished before is a bonus, not a requirement 

❷ Borrow or Buy the Basics — or Book a Guide 

You don't need a tackle box full of gear to try this. A basic rod-and-reel combo covers you completely, and 
many stocked ponds or bait shops rent gear on-site. Some outfitters also run beginner fishing lessons or 
guided trips, which hand you the rod already rigged. 

☐  Rod and reel combo — borrowed, rented, or a basic beginner combo (spincast is easiest to learn on), 
OR a guided lesson booked instead 

☐  Bait or basic lures suited to what's stocked (ask at the bait shop — this is what they're for) 

☐  Small tackle box: hooks, bobbers, weights 

☐  Net for landing fish (or a friend willing to help) 

A guided trip or a bait-shop employee's five-minute tutorial counts as knowing how to fish. You don't need a certificate. 

❸ Tell Someone (The Safety Text) 

Text this to a person who will actually notice if you go quiet — before you cast: 

“Fishing today at [Pond/Lake], bank fishing near [landmark]. Starting [time], back by [time]. I’ll text when 
I’m packing up. If you don’t hear from me by [time + 30 min], call me.” 

 

☐  Text sent before you start 

☐  Sunscreen and water within reach — you'll sit still longer than you think 

Fishing alone is one of the most peaceful things you can do. Just make sure someone knows where “peaceful” is 
happening. 



❹ Pack the Bare Minimum 

☐  Rod, reel, and tackle box 

☐  Fishing license, if required 

☐  Snacks — this is half the point 

☐  Water bottle 

☐  Sunscreen and a hat 

☐  A small towel or rag for fish-slime hands 

☐  A bag or cooler if you plan to keep anything you catch 

❺ The Actual Basics 

☐  Bait or lure attached before you cast (ask the bait shop to show you once — it sticks) 

☐  Cast toward open water, away from other people's lines 

☐  Reel in slowly and steadily; a tug means something's interested 

☐  Set the hook with a gentle upward flick of the wrist, not a haul 

☐  Handle any catch gently and know your area's keep/release rules before you go 

❻ When to Change Plans 

Nothing biting isn't the same as nothing happening. Still, any of these is a fine reason to pack up: 

☐  Weather turns — wind, lightning, or a sudden downpour 

☐  You're sunburned, bored, or just done 

☐  The spot is too crowded or the bite is truly dead 

☐  You just... don't want to be there anymore 

A slow day with no fish still counts as a good day outside. That was always the actual goal. 

That's the Whole Checklist 

A rod, a stocked pond, and a friend along for the sit. That's the whole barrier to entry. Everything else — 
choosing your own gear, fishing rivers or open water, fly fishing, going out on a boat — is its own 
conversation. This checklist is here to get you through one relaxed first cast. The rest comes with practice. 

Want more like this? Rookie Outdoor Woman has guides, stories, and a community waiting for you when 
you're ready. No rush. No hierarchy. You decide when and how to level up. 

 

This guide is informational and not medical advice. Check and follow your state's fishing license and catch/keep regulations. Adjust for your health 
needs and local conditions. When in doubt, choose the conservative option and try again another day. 
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